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PREFACE

This is the fifth volume in a series of critical editions of the Arabic
text of Averroes’s Middle Commentaries on Aristotle’s logical works.
The four other volumes originally intended to precede this one, but
which for reasons discussed below will be published subsequently,
contain critical editions of the Arabic text of Averroes’s Middle Com-
mentaries on Aristotle’s Cafegories, De Interpretatione, Prior Analytics,
and Posterior Analytics. Although the fifth of Averroes’s Middle Com-
mentaries on Aristotle’s logical works, this volume is numbered as the
sixth because Averroes’s Middle Commentary on Porphyry’s Isagoge,
which to our knowiedge has not survived in the Arabic original,
represents the introduction to these works and is designated as the
first volume of the series. The Hebrew version of that work has
survived and has been edited as the first volume. Publication of
these Arabic_texts has been undertaken in order to complete and
cxtend the ambmous project begun by Professor Mahmoud Kassem
a few years before his death. Thus their publication is meant to
stand as a scholarly testimonial to the esteem and affection with
which he is remembered by students and colleagues throughout the
world. )

Were it not for a series of coincidences, this volume would have
{been published in keeping with the traditional order of Averroes’s
Middle Commentaries on Aristotle’s logical works. Shortly after it
was decided to complete the work Professor Kassem had begun on
the first four of these Middle Commentaries, a2 number of previously
ignored manuscripts came to light. Thanks largely to the good, will
of colleagues and scholarly associates who shared discoveries they
had madz about improperly identified and incorrectly catalogued
manuscripts of these texts, as well as to painstaking examination
of bibliographical journals and the microfilm listings of the Arab
Leagua’s Institutc of Arabic Manuscripts in Cairo, nine new manu-
scripts were discovered, Unfortunately, most of these manuscripts are
located in distant libraries whose collections are not readily accessible.
Thus, while collating some of these manuscripts and waiting for
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copies of the others, it.seemed appropriate to go ahead with the edi-
tio.1 of the Arabic text of Averroes’s Middle Commentary on Aristotle’s
Topics— a text extant only in two easily accessible manuscripts. For
these reasons, what was to appear later now appears first. Hopefully,
it will be possible to finish the Arabic editions of the other treatises
shortly.

It is a pleasure to acknowledge the persons and institutions who

have ccntributed so generously to the appearance of this volume,
Above all, T am grateful to Professor Muhsin Mahdi for his encour-
agement, assistance, and critical advice at every stage of this project.
If any one individual can he singled out as the guiding force in the
renaissance of the study of Islamic philosophy, it is he, The admini-
strators of the Fulbright-Hays Faculty Research Fellowship program
also deserve special recognition for their graciousness and understand-
ing in allowing me to alter my research plans completely and to
abandon one project in order to begin this one. The primary sponsors
of this project’, otherwise known as the Project in Medieval Ilamic
Logic, have been the American Research Center in Egypt and the
Smithsonian Institution. While everyone conr.ected with these insti-
tutions has been most helpful, Pau! E. Walker, Director of the American
Research Center in Egypt, descrves a special word of appreciation. The
American Philosophical Society has also sponsored part of the research
connected with this project. 1 also wish to thank ‘Hammam Fauzi
Hassan for his important assistance at the beginning stages of this
edition. Finally, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to Ahmad
Abd al-Magid Haridi, who has contributed his rich knowledge of
Arabic grammar and his long experience w'th manuscripts to this
subject matter otherwise foreign to his area of expertise and who has
been ever willing to adapt his skills to newer standards of critical
editorship. In sum, he has been a most worthy co-worker.

C.E.B

CAIRO

September, 1948
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I

For Aristotle, dialectic is fundamentally different from the art of
demonstration. He considers it so important to distinguish the one
from the other that he opens his treatise on dialectic with a detailed
enumeration of their differences. Whereas demonstration reasons
from premises which are true and primary or at least themselves
based on such premises, dialectic reasons from premises based on
generally accepted opinions. However, this distinction should not
be understood as an indication that dialectic has no value for
intellectual investigation. To the contrary, Aristotle’s explanation
of the uses to which dialectic may be put clearly illustrates his favor-
able appreciation of its investigative merit in both the practical
and the theoretical arts and sciences. (! Insofar as dialectic provides
mental training or exercise, those who use it correctly learn to look at
both sides of questions and to argue about their own positions.
Moreover, its usefulness for conversing with the popula:e —a usefulness
grounded on dialectic’s reliance on generally accepted opinions —
consists in allowing the dialectician to pursue arguments with the
people according to their own terms and to avoid introducing his
terms; as a result he can more easily discuss the popular understan-
ding of the practical arts and sciences. Finally, dialectic is helpful in
the pursuit of the philosophical sciences. Besides allowing its practi-
tioner to raise questions on both sides of an issue in order to advance
the discussion, it is useful for getting at the first principles of these
sciences.

Despite the significance of this last feature of dialectic’s usefulness
as an investigative tool, it is clear that Aristotle does not consider
apprehension of the first princples to be the end of learning. For him,
it is only the beginning. Once the first principles have been secured,
the philosopher can inquire into the particulars of each science by
means of demonstrative reasoning. In this sense, Aristotle’s appre -
ciation of the art is vastly different from that of Socrates — or at least
of Plato’s Socrates — as we know his views from the Republic. In this
work, dialectic is presented as the art which permits the philosopher
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to see the good, i.e., to know the truth about the whole. Starting from
generally received opinions, characterized by Socrates as shadows
and distortions, of what is, the thoughtful man uses dialectic to
ascend by means of question and answer to an apprehension of the
truth of things — that is, to the idea or form of things and ultimately

to the idea of the good. According to this description of dialectic, no

provision is made for stopping at the idea of a particular science and
for changing vehicles so that the particulars of the science may be
apprehended. To the contrary, such a description presents dialectic
as passing through the particulars in order to arrive at a comprehen-
sion of the unity which lies behind them. (2}

Averroes, that indefatigable commentator of Aristotle, could not
have been unaware of this difference of opinion between Plato and
Aristotle concerning dialectic. After all, he was familiar enough
with the Republic to write a commentary on it — a commentary,
moreover, from which he claimed to have carefully exorcised all
dialectical arguments.(3) Whether Averroes actually fulfilled this claim
or not, it is clear that his attempt to do so enabled him to refrain
from any reference to the investigative merits of dialectic propounded
by Socrates. Asserting that the sciences had been completed by
his time and that there was consequently no reason to use any-
thing but demonstrative arguments, he sought to bar dialectical
arguments from his commentary. Such a procedure indicates that
Averroes did not share Plato’s or Socrates’s opinion about the inves-
tigative merits of dialectic and that he was inclined to approach
Plato’s work from something of an Aristotelian perspective. The
latter tendency becomes all the more evident when it is noted that
he replaced the whole context surrounding the discussion of the
divided line with an account of human perfection taken from
several Aristotelian works and modified the presentation of the
education of the philosophers, which culminates in a firm grasp
of dialectic as the investigative tool par excellence, by omitting any
discussion of dialectic and embarking instead on a digression about
the proper place for the study of logic in such an education.(® Each
of these modifications permitted him to mute the importance of
dialectic.

Still, it is Averioes’s Middle Commentary on Aristotle’s Topics, rot his
Commen'ary on Plato’s Republic,5) which interests us here. It is worth
calling attention to the latter work only to emphasize Averroes’s
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awareness of the basic disagreement between Plato and 'Arist.otle
concerning the merits of dialectic and to suggest that his Mzdd{a
Commentary on Aristolle’s Topics is a perfcct‘counterpart to his
Commentary on” Plato’s Republic. In this sense it would not be ‘too
much of an exaggeration to say that Averroes approaches Aristo-
tle's work from a Platonic perspective. Indeed, his accotfnt of
what Aristotle has to say about the art of dialectic results. in the
portrait of an art far closer to demonstration than to sophistry ?r
rhetoric. And in that respect he makes Aristotle appear to be in
substantial ageement with Plato concerning dialectic.

I

Averroes manages to bring these two great protagonsits together
without directly alluding to the issues that divide t‘hem. Instead,
taking no great pains to distinguish between what Ansto‘tlc act1.1a11y
'says and what he himeself deems appropriate, Averroes glve.s Aristo-
te's teaching a new twist. For example, not content 31mp.ly to
explain how Aristotle distinguishes dizlectic from sophistry,
Averroes increases the force of Aristotle’s statements as well as
the number of references to the differences between the two arts.
To be sure, he repeats Aristotle’s explanation of how some arg.u-
ments are based on opinions which only seem to be gf:ner-al}y receiv-
ed or only appear to be based on generally received opxmorfs and,
like Aristotle, he insists that this kind of argnment is foreign to
dialectic. Averroes also repeats Aristotle’s stricture; ag-inst ths use
of conterticus procedures in diclectic and his suggestions that they
can be admitte 1 only when spe -king with those who themselves use
such procedures. Yet in each of thescinsta czs, Aver.r(.)c,’s language‘
is far stronger than Aristotle’s: he restricts the legxtxma:tc use of
sophistical procedures in dialectic much more t}tan Aristotle and
goes far beyond him in his unflattering description r:n” those who
normally use such arguments. Above all, not content with comx'ne.n-
ting on the seven passages in which Aristotle attempts to dxst‘m-
guish dialectic from sophistry, Averroes returns to the same sub.}ect‘
:hrec additional times. He does so even though in at least two of
those instances his remarks have no parallel whatever in Aristotle’s
text.(8) ‘
Clearly, it would not be possible to recognize these lfmds ?f
differences without carefully comparing Averroes’s text to Aristotle’s.
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Such a comparative reading also reveals other liberties that Ave-
rroes takes with Aristotle’s text. Thus, without alerting the
reader in any fashion, Averroes rearranges different passages in
Aristotle’s text, fails to comment on large portions of it, and introdu-
ces his own examples in place of Aristotle’s. In addition, he frequently
omits Aristotle’s examples without explanation or substitation.

The comparative reading which reveals such differences between
Averroes’s text and Aristotle’s is prompted less by a desire to sce how
faithfully Averroes follows Aristotle than by the curiosity Averroes
arouses through occasional remarks about the procedure he follows
in this commentary. For example, at the end of the first major part
of the commentary, he says:

This concludes the discussion of the first
portion of this science, and most of what
we have mentioned about it is everything
that is in the first book of Aristotle’s
treatise on dialectic.

In other words, Averroes emphasizes that some of what he has said
in this part of the text has nothing to do with Aristot'e’s account.
Such a statement accords very well with the way he openst he trea-
tise by giving a general explanation of dialectic that centers around
his own concerns rather than around Aristotle’s and that acknowl-
edges its ultimate dependence on Aristotle only as a kind of after-
thought. Similarly, at the end of th> third and final major part of
the comme “tary, Averroes declares :

We have fashioned this statement about
all of the necessary ideas contained in
the final book of the treatise in as succinct
and as clear a manner as possible.

Surely, such a dec’aration prompts the reader to wonder about the
ideas Averroes deems to be non-necessary.

In the second major part of his commentary, the part devoted
to a discussion of the topics occurring in Books I1I-VII of Aristotle's
treatise, Averroes refers repeatedly to the Greck commentators and
cexplicitly criticizes th: way Aristotl: handles certain subjects. He
turns to Theophrastus, Themistius, and Alexander because he consi-
ders their presentation of these topics to be more orderly and compre-
hen:ible than Aristotle’s. He also turns to these commentators, as well
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as to al-Farabi, at the beginning of his account o] these topics in
order to explain how the term * topic ” should be understood,
for such a discussion does not oceur in Aristotle’s text.(?) In other
passages his explicit criticisms of the dialectical theologians (muta-
kallimi) and refereaces to the mathematicians of his own time testify
to the person~l mark he wishes to place on this commentary.(s}

Now these remarks about the immediately apparcnt ways in
which Averroes underlines his indepzandence from Aristotle are not
intended as suggestions that this work is anything other than a
commentary. Far too much evidence to the contrary can be brought
against such a thesis. For example, at the beginning of the treatise
Averroes states that his discussion of dialectic will proceed in the
form of a commentary on Aristotle’s Topics. He also exnlains that
he divides his treatise into three parts corresponding to the major
divisionshe discerns in Aristotle’s work. Moreover, he closes each of
these three parts with an acknowledgement that the preceding dis-
cussion was intended as an explanation of Aristotle’s text, and he
relates each part or its sub-sections to a particular book of the
Topies.") In addition, on at least sixty-nine different occasions—that
is, about once every three pages, he explicitly mentions Aristotle’s
name and speaks about what Aristotle thought or did or tried to do
in this work. And there are twenty-five other instances which can
only be understood as references to Aristotle, even though no one is
explicitly named. Accordingly, these remarks are intended as indica-
tions that in this Middle Commentary on Arisiotle’s Topics, as in most of
his other Middle Commentaries on Aristotle’s logical works, Averroes
approaches Aristotle’s work in a strikingly independent manner.

It is neccessary to draw attention to the superficial features of
Averroes’s independent approach because heretofore so much has
been made of the superficial features of his texts in order to perpe-
tuate the notion that Averroes is slavishly faithful to Aristotle’s
thoughtand word. The proponentsof this notion have insisted absve
all on Averroes’s use of the verb ¢al (he said) to indicate a direct
quotation from Aristotle and have asserted that his texts are laden
with such quotations. However, here, as in the other Middle
Commentaries on Aristotle’s logical works, these direct quotations
occur very rarely. Although this commentary consists of about
50,000 words, Averroes uses the conventional sign for quotation no
more then twenty-three times. Even if other forms of the word are
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taken into account — e.g., yagi! (he says) or gawluk (his statement)
only eight more instances can be adduced. (19 On the other hand, the
verb nagil (we say) and its derivatives are abundantly present. They
occur far more frequentiy, sometimes as often as three or four times
in a single line,

Apart from these immediately evident signs of Averroes’s willing-
ness to depart from Aristotle’s text, a very simple fact must not be
overlooked. Averroes is explicit about his differences with Aristotle
only with respect to questions of form — i.e., the way certain topics
are presented or arranged and Aristotle’s failure to explain what he
means by a topic. When questions of substance are involved, espe-
cially those centering around Averroes’s attempts to bring Plato and
Aristotle into closer agreement, he does not trumpet his innovations.

They can b: discerned only by recourse to the close, comparative
reading referred to earlier.

11X

As has been noted, Aristotle’s treatise consists of eight books. In
the first,"Aristotle discusses the artof dialectic in general and explains
how it functions as a logical art. The following six books are devoted
to an exposition of the various genera! lines of argument or topics
that can be used in dialectic and to a detailed explanation of the
dif ‘erent ways in which they might be employed. Then, in the
last book, A ristotle addresses a series of suggestions to both th.
questioner and the answerer with a view to helping them acquire a
sound grasp cf the elements of dialectical conversations, and he also
explains the practical limitations of this art. Although fully aware of
Aristotle’s division of his treatise into eight books, Averroes prefers
to divide his own commentary into three major parts. Thus, the first
part is intended as a commentary on the first book of Aristotle’s
Topics, the long second part as a commentary on and analysis of the
topics presented in the second through the seventh books, and the
third part as a commentary on the eighth book.

Generally speaking, Aristotle’s discussion in Book One of the
Topics consists of three parts. The first chapter opens with a state-
ment about the kind of reasoning appropriate to dialectic, and the
next two chapters contain a discussion of what dialectic is useful for,
as well as of what constitutes dialectical skill. Aristotle then turns to
an enumeration of the things dialectical arguments are concerned

- 96 —

with and of what they consist. This prompts him to speak of the
differences between dialectical propositions and problems, and to
explain what these predicables have in common. Because he considers
it necessary to state more precisely what they have in common, he
distinguishes the different ways in which things are similar, shows
how both induction and syllogism point to the common character
of the predicables, and explains why each of the predicables applies
to the various categories. Turning tc a more detailed discussion of
how dialectical arguments may be obtained, Aristotle again distin-
guishes between dialectical propositions and dialectical problems,
as well as hetween these two groups and theses in general, and then
explains the character of induction. This whole discussion cantered
around dialectical arguments, propositions, and problems corres-
ponds to what may be called the second part of the first] book. (11
In the last part, Aristotle provides a general account of how dialec-
tical syllogisms may be obtained and then enters upon a detailed enu-
meration of four particular ways: securing propositions, distinguish-
ing the senses in which a word or term is used, exploiting the differ-
ence in their use, and examining the similarities in ther use. Hz
concludes by speaking about the importance of these kinds of distinc-
tions for the 'practice of dialectic.

At best, Averroes follows Aristotle’s text loosely. While the title
of the work leaves no doubt but what Averroes perceives his account
of the art of dialectic to be intimately related to Aristotle’s Topics, (12)
the treatise opens on a very independent note. In the first paragraph
[Averroes explains the goal of the work as that of making known the
rules and general things which constitute the art of dialectic and
‘explains in general how the art is used between two people. Any
mention of the subject of Aristotle’s first chapter — i. e., the reaso-
ning appropriate to dialectic — is conspicuously absent from this
first paragraph or from the other six paragraphs which comprise the
introductory section of Averroes’s commentary. Only at a much
later stage of the argument does he introduce the distinction Aristotle
considered to be prior to all other discussion.(3) After a remarkably
free adaptation of some of Aristotle’s remarks concerning the way
dialectic is practiced, Averroes closes the first paragraph of his com-
mentary with a highly questionable etymological explanation of why
Aristotle labeled this art dialectic (jadal). As Averroes would have it,.
Aristotle chose to call the art by this name because it reflects an opin-
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ion held by the multitude, an opinion which likens dialectical discus-
sion to contentious argument.($) The context of this highly fanciful
etymological attribution suggests that Averroes wishes to align himself
with Aristotle in order to warn his readers of the dangers which
might befall those who fail to practice dialectic in accordance with
the rules presented here. '

In the rest of the introductory section, Averroes quietly extends
Aristotle’s remarks about the uses of dialectic so that it appears as
an art with wide-ranging investigative possibilities, an art not easily
discernible from demonstration or from philosophy. Thus, while he
follows Aristotle’s text to the extent of reporting that dialectic has
three uses, he goes beyond Aristotle in the way he interprets each
one. For example, a claim that dialectic is useful for training in the
theoretical sciences and that this training aims at preparation tor
philosophy replaces Aristotle’s suggestion that dialectic can be useful
for training in argument. To support this claim, dialectical training
as preparation for philosophy is likened to training in horsemanship
as preparation for warfare. 5) For Averroes, then, both dialectic and
horsemanship are in the service of higher arts.

Similarly, Aristotle’s reflection about the usefulness of dialece
tic for conversing with the many are so many reasons for Averroes
to vaunt its usefulness for instructing the multitude in what they
need to helieve for political association. Calling upon the reader’s
familiarity with the teaching presented in political science, he asserts
the necessity for the citizens to agree about certain questions in order
to associate in justice and virtue. His contention here is that such agree-
ment can more firmly be established by means of dialectical than
rhetorical or poetic.l arguments.(18) Tn setting forth this opin-
ion, he says nothing about the way these different kinds of argu-~
ments are meant to appeal to the different intellectual capacities
of the people. As such, the argument is at varianee with Averroes’s
teaching elsewhere and clearly opposed to what his readers
have lcarned about political science. Such 2 use of dialectic is
appropriate only for those who already have a basic opinion ahout
the different sciences but are not able to go beyond that opinion to
demonstrative knowledge. Averroes ignores these distinctions purpo-
sely here in order to affirm the political usefulness of dialectic more
emphatically,

Finally, Aristotle's explanation about the usefulness of dialectic
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with respect tc the philosophic sciences is completely transformed

by Averroes. For example, he presents Aristotle’s explanation of
dialectic’s usefulness for raising difficulties with respect to both

sides of a question as a feature which permits the dialectician to

distinguish essential premises from accidental premises and there-

by arrive at the true understznding of = problem. To defend this
novel presentation, he offers two arguments to the effect that the dia-

lectician can use demonstrative tests to distinguish essential from acci-

dental premises. First, he cites what actually occurs in the practical

arts as an example of such a procedure. Then he refers to the prac-

tical science of politics and to theoretical sciences such as theology

and physics, explaining that Aristotle started with dialectical argu-

ments in each of these sciences and moved to demonstrative argu-

ments afterwards.? Such an argument not only presents dialectic

as an art in the service of philosphy or of demonstrative reasoning,

it also emphasizes the possibility of acquiring demonstrative .or theo-

retical knowledge about a practical science like politics, as well

as"about the theoretical sciences.

Averroes introduces another argument about the usefulness of
dialectic with respect to the philosophical sciences which stresses
once again its role as an art in the service of demonstration. He con-
tends that dialectic is also useful insofar as it enables us to discern
whether a proposition which has been set down as true is indeed so
according to the rules of demonstration. Yet this argument is simply
his own; it has no parallel in Aristotle’s text. (1a)

Still another instance of Averrces's willingness to bring dialectic
into close association with demonstration occurs in his explanation
of the way dialectic may be used to get at the first principles of the
arts and sciences. Aristotle attributes this usefulness to dialectic be-
cause of his conviction that the first principles of any particular art
or science cannot be'apprehended according to the principles of the
particular art or science and that it is th refore necessary tc approach
them according to generally received opinions. (19 Averroes goes
beyond Aristotle’s explanation here and suggests five different ways
in which dialectic has such a usefulness. Above all, he attributes this
uscfulness to the role played in dialectic by the induction, but — pro-
mising to say more ahout the subject in the sequel -— he does not
explain here why the induction is so important. Instead, he places

‘major emphasis on the generally received character of the opinions
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{used in dialectical propositions and illustrates this aspect of their
usefulness by interpretations of Aristotle’s procedure in other works.
For example, contending that dialectic can be used to help the begin-
ner in an art form a concept of the principles of that art and even-
tually assent to them, he urges the reader to reflect upon the way
Aristotle presented his teaching in the De Interpretatione. Averroes also
traces dialectic’s usefulness to the way it permits the beginner in an
art to go beyond the question-begging arguments he might encoun-
ter. Although this opinion is not mentioned by Aristotle in the pre-
sent context, he does develop it later in the work. 20) By calling atten-
tion to it here, then, Averroes has simply made a more orderly pres-
cntation of Aristotle’s argument. Averroes returns to his interpreta-
tion of Aristotle’s usc of dialectic in other works and enumesrates two
other ways in which dialectic can be useful for getting at the prin-
iciples of the arts or sciences. Thus he cites Aristotle’s refutations
of certain sophists in the Physies 2s an example of how dialectic can
be used to counter the arguments such people sct forth about the
principles of the sciences. He also claims that dialectic is especially
useful with the kind of demonstrations that are used to establish what
is self-evident against those who deny it.and mentions as an example
the kind of arguments used by Avistotle when discussing the partial
sciences in the Metaphysies. Differently stated, Averroes contends that
some of Aristotie’s arguments about physics are dialectical, He says
nothing about how dialectic might be useful with respect to the other
kinds of demonstrative arguments — i, e., those concerning what is
not known by nature. ' \

When all of these instances of Averroes’s departures from Aristotle’s
text are considered, it becomes evident that his commentary is more
interpretative then imitative. While some of his explanations do show
an attempt to make Aristotle’s argument more readily underst nd-
able or 2n attempt to present the arguments in a more orderly
manner, others contribute to wh:t may best be ¢ .lled his own te .ch-
ing about dialcctic. For him, dialectic is a universal art which is
primar;ly in th: service of demonstration, but which alsc has impor-
tant pr..ct.cal uses. Bocause a clesrer understanding of theoretical
questions can be z2cquired by dialect;ca] arguments, i.e., zrgumecnts
bzased on generally reccived opinions, it now appears to be morc
useful than the other non-demonstrative logical arts for
communicating the essence of such questions to the citizens, For.
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Aristotle, dialectic is a universal art with its own independent
sphere. Itis no more in the service of demonstration than any
other art. It js simply an art which permits its practitioner to
reason 2ccording to scu. :d Ingical rules and to use gencrally accep-
ted opinions to formulate arguments or problems. As such, it can
be used in discussions with the general body of c.tizens. But when
itis used in this way, it is used to explore the significanceof the
soundness of the opinions held by the citizens, not to instruct them
by presenting truths acquired from demonstrative reasoning in more
acceptable language.

The same dul purpcse is evilent in the rest of the commens-
tary. At times, Averroes is a fa thful and highly solicitous commen-
tator of Aristotle, a commentator who reflects upon the difference
between Aristotle’s teaching an | the way that teaching correspon 1s
to linguistic conventions in Arab.c or who brings disp .rate parts of
Aristotl’s teaching together sothat the reader might more readily
grasp it. At other times, however, he pursues his own view of the
art and adapts Aristotl:’s teaching to his neels without alerting
the reader. Instances of this procedure abound in the second section
(varas. 8-27) of th's first pait of Averroes’s commentary. In addi-
tion to two other attempts to present dialectic as a quasi - philoso-
phic art, Averrces also modifies Aristotle’s argurents about the
four predicables common to dialectical rropositions and introduces
2 number of examples that extend Aristotle’s teaching in a different
direction.

Whereas Aristotle first identifies three predicables — definition,
property, and genus — and then introduces the fourth—accident—
after explaining that he intends to bring differentia under genus in
this work, Averroes first identifies six predicables — definition, genus,
differentia, property, general description ( rasm ), and acci lent —
and then eliminates both differentia and general description. This

whole explanation takes on significance because the predicable of
general description dcrives from Porphyry’s introduction to Aristo-
tle’s logic, a work Averroes previously rejected as being of no help
for understanding Aristotle s logical treatises. As he explained at the
time, he would have preferred not to preface this series of commen-
taries with an account of Porphyry’s Isagoge and eventually did so
only because friends had beseeched him to explain that work. He
was fully persuaded that the argument of the Isagoge was more

(3)
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h:ipful to a student pursuing Aristotle’s teaching in the Posterior
Anralylics or in the Topics — i.e., to a student already familiar with
the rudiments of Aristotle’s logic — than to a student just embark-
ng on the study of the Categories.(21) The comments he sets forth
here about the predicables ought then to be understood as illus -
trative of how Averroes would lik: to use Porphyry’s text to clarify
Aristotle’s teaching about dialectic.

Later, when Aristotle explains that the determination of one
line of inquiry common to these four predicables is a difficult ques-
tion whose resolution does not belong to a treatise on dialectic,
Averroes agrees and then goes on to identify the Metaphysics as the
treatise which resolves the question.(zs) He has no more hesitation
about explaining how other treatises of Aristotle contribute to the
teaching set forth here than to calling upon the works of other
authors to accomplish the same goal. In this scnse, he seems to
have no desire to preserve Aristotle’s silences or to gloss over what
might be considered as intentional errors. For example, Averroes
takes great pains to offer an account of ““oneness” and “other’ which
is more orderly than Ariststle’s account. He draws out all the possi-
ble senses in which the notion of ‘‘one’ can be used and offers
examples of each; he collapses Aristotle’s distinction between spe-
cific and generic sameness by introducing the notion of predicate
sameness; and he presents Aristotle’s remarks concerning accidental
sameness in a manner that allows the reader to understand them
as referring to relation. Th: immediate result of all these changes
is a better understanding of Aristotle’s remarks.

But that is not all. Averroes’s procedure also allows him to
introduce a number of examples that go beyond the immediate

subject matter and that are without parallel in Aristotle’s text.
Among them is an example likening the rulership exercised by
the Roman emperor to that exercised by the khalif in Islam. He-
follows this same procedure in the immediate sequel and brings
forth a series of examples that suggest the presence of a hierar-
chy among the different kinds of generally received opinions,
a hierarchy in which the opinions of the learned stand out as
the most trustworthy.(23)

Although nothing can be found in Aristotle’'s text to contra-
dict either one of these suggestions, there is also'nothing to prompt
them. Rather, each must be understood in the larger context
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of Averroes’s view of dialectic . He points to the similarity be-
tween kinds of rule and explains that a dialectical argament al-
lows one to become aware of this similarity because of his desire
to emphasize the political uses to which dialectic might be put.
And he establishes a hierarchy that points to the trustworthi-
ness of the opinions of the learned in order to further his own in-
terpretation of the close relationship between dialectic and phil-
osophy or, using the terms as interchangeably as he does, be-
tween dialectic and demonstration. In keeping withsuch goals, he
turns from these illustrations to an enumeration of what ought
and of what ought not to be done in the practice of dialectic.
This enumeration is prefaced by the assertion that “the primary in-
tent with respect to this art is that it be employed in the service of
philosophy or to benefit the multitude and should therefore be used
in practical philosophy, theoretical philosophy, or in “ that which
serves as a tool to knowledge of these two arts —narmely, logic.” 20
As an example of how dialectic ought not to be used with respect to
the theoretical sciences, Averroes cites two arguments which he attri-
butes to the dialectical theologians. Although he does not say as
much, each of the other two examples of how dialectic ought' not
to be used can also be traced to their teachings. By contrast, two of
the examples concerning how this art ought to be used are set forth
in his own name. And Averroes does well to speak in his own name
here, for none of this has a parallel in Aristotle’s text.

The opinionsAverroes sets forth here ahout the merits of dialec-
tic for the practical or theoretical arts and about the hierarchical
status of the opinions of the learned do, however, have a paral-
lel in Plato’s Republic. In fact, Averroes’s presentation of the art of
dialectic thus far closely resembles the art praised by Socrates in the
Republic and the Gorgias. Nonetheless, something is lacking here.
Averroes has not yet explained what warrants bringing ;lialectic
into such close association with demonstration, Differently stated,
he has not yet shown why his remarks here should be given great-

-er credence then the harsh ones he makes against dialecti: in his

commentary on the Republic. The exposition of the next few para-
graphs responds precisely to this need, for it traces the close relation-
ship between dialectic and demonstration to the quality of the
arguments used in each art. Thus Averroes presents the dialec-
tical syllogism as something that can be defined in terms of the



— 36 —

definition of the syllogism set forth in Aristotle’s Prior Analytics. He
refers the reader to that account of the syllogism and says nothing
about the fact that this is the very definition used by Aristotle at the
beginning of the Topics. (25) According to Averroes, the syllogism used
in demonstration, in dialectic, and in most sophistical arguments
dif ers only according to its matter — i.e., according to its premises.
Otherwise, all three arts are alike insofar as they use a syllogism
which is sound with respect to its form. The implication is that the
syllogism used in these three arts differs from the one used in rhetoric
because the rhetorical syllogism or enthymeme is usually lacking
one premise and is therefore not sound with respect to its form.
And it differs from the speeches used in poetics because they are not
truly syllogistic. By insisting on the trustworthiness of the opinions
of the learned, Averroes also minimizes the differences between
the syllogism used in demonstration and that used in dialectic, His
highly original attempts in the second part of this commentary to
single out those topics which are demonstrative in character or to
explain how they can be made demonstrative serve the same’ pur-

pose. (g5)
His explanation of the other kind of argument used in dialcc-
tic — the induction — is not directed to such a goal. Averroes

defines the induction in much the same way as Aristotle: both
agree that it is a form of reasoning which leads to a universal
judgment about something on the basis of noting what is common
to most or to all of its parts. As an example, Averroes cites the
way awareness that a skilled artisan does his job better than an
unskilled one or that a skilled horseman and a skilled carpenter
practice their arts better than those lacking the appropriate
skills leads to the conclusion that a skilled pilot will function
better than an unskilled one. At the same time, however, he
draws attention to the limits of dialectical induction. As used in
this art, induction leads to universal judgments only on the basis
of unexamined opinion and does so only accidentally. It is there-
fore radically different from the induction used in demonstration,
That kind of induction is szid to be such as tolead to essential
certainty . Referring the reader to the discussion of this finer kind
of induction in the Posterior Analylics, Averroes remains utterly silent
-here about the possibility of using dialectical induction to get at the
-first-principles of an art. To his way of thinking, its primary function

is to verify the universal premise used in the dialectical syllogism. (27)

He subordinates the induction to the syllogism because he thinks
the syllogism is a more noble kind of reasoning. That conviction
leads him to introduce his own explanation of how reasoning by
analcgy and comparative examples m~y be used to identify the
diffcrent kinds of generally accepted opinjens or to distinguish
opinions ahout ethical and physical questions {rom those about
logical questions. It is offered in place of Aristotle’s explanation of
the necessity of using induction to obtain knowledge about the
different kinds of dialectical propositions and problems. The substi-
tution also permits him to remain silent about the distinction Aris-
totle draws between philosophy and dialectic with respect to their
ends. Thus, whereas Aristotle understands the two arts to differ inso-
far as philosophy aims at truth and dialectic at opinion, Averroes is
content to leave the end aimed at in dialectic unspecified. His silence
about the precise end of dialectic allows him to adduce additional
parallels between the two arts and thereby to strengthen the impres=
sion that dialectic is in the service of philosophy or demonstration.
And since his attempt to bring dia’ect’c closer to demonstration is
based primerily on the importance he ascribes to the dialectical
syllogism, he frequently concentrates on it to such an extent that he
neglects the dialectical induction.

A final instance of this kind of procedure in the first part of his
commentary is worth citing. When Aristotle discusses the way the
discovery of similarity can be used in dialectic, he mentions its
merit for inductions, for hypothetical syllogisms, and for assigning
definitions. He considers it useful for induction hecause it allows
the dialectician to infer the universal from a series of particular
similarities. Averroes says nothing at all about this argument.
Instead, he concentrates on how knowledge of similarities allows
the dialectician to pursue the essential mcanings that occur in dialec-
tical syllogisms.(28) In a word, his major concern is to explain how
dialectic can be used to acquire demonstrative knowledge.
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That concern is prevalent in the second part of his commentary
as well, but there it is subordinated to his attempt to present Aris-
totle’s discussion of the dialectical topics in a ¢ .herent manner. As
has been noted, Averroes has no hesitat ons about calling on other
commentators to help him recognize the basic order of Aristotle’s
argument. Nor does he hes tate to suggest what he considers to be
the force of different topics for the various kinds of logical arguments,
Averroes is tempted to speak about the different topics in such
terms, even though Aristotle never does so, bec.use he under-
stands the topic to be a premise used in constructing a syllogism or
at least to be a constitutive element in a major, particular premise.
This is an interpretation of the topic which he ascribes to Alexander
and to al-Farabi, an interpretation which Averroes defends at length
in the opening pages of the second part of his commentary. (22 And
it is an interpretation which ought to affect in no way the appre-
ciation he might form of the dialectical induction. If the dialecti-
cian is able to arrive at a major, particular premise for a dialectical
syllogism hy means of the topic, he ought to be able to arrive at a
major, universal { remise for such a syllogism by means of the induc-
tion. After all, the induction is what allows one to move from judg-
ments about a series of particular phenomena to a gencral state-
ment or judgment. Also, at least according to what Averroes says in
the first part of the commentary, it is that which allows the dialec-
tician to establish or verify the universal premise used in dialectical
syllogisms,

Yet such an appreciation of the role of dialectical induction is
conspicuously absent from this p .rt of his commentary. Here Aver-
roes assigns it only two uses. After explaining what he thinks the
topic to be and discussing how Aristotle seeks to instruct the read-
er about these different topics, as well as suggesting other ways he
might have so instructed the reader, Averroes concludes this lengthy
introduction with an argument about why the topics are finite
in number. At the end of that argument, he declares that he will
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bring forth all of the different topics by means of induction. (s In
other words, Averrces deems induction u.cfu! for enumerating the
particulr topics. In the course of this inductive enumeration of
the topics, he identifies another possible use for induction: it can be
used to enumerate the particulars that zllow some topics to be es-
tablished or verified. Although this second use of the in-uction is
one tl.at Aristotle also mentions, Averroes discusses the instances in
which induction might be put to such a use in a very different
way than Aristoude. With one exception, he either concludes his
discussion of such topics by explaining why an inductive verifica-
tion of a particular topic makes it unsuitable as a premise of a
demonstrative argument or by declaring that such a procedure is
more suited to sophistry than to dialectic.(a1y For the most part,
however, Averross simply remains silent about the uses Aristotle

‘atiributes to induction. In the discussion of one topic, he even goes

so far as to substitute an enumeration of the different kinds of syllo-
gisms with which this kind of topic might be used for Aristotle’s
explanation of how different inductive arguments might be used to
verify the topic. (s2)

Averroes’s reluctance to give broad scope to the induction here
seems to arise from a conviction that arguments based on induction
are usually misleading. This apprehension becomes quite evident in
his account of a topic concerning genus which is as important as it
is involved and tendentious. The topic centers on that old Socratic
assertion that viriue is knowledge, i.e., that virtue can be subsunied
under the gerus of knowledge. Aristotle approaches this ques-
tion by looking at justice as one instance of virtue and deny.ng
that it can be subsimed unler know ledge. What he means is
that practical or moral virtue does not have knowledge as its genus.
But such an argument raises the very difficult question of identify-
ing the genus to which prulence, i.e., practical wisdom, belongs.
Obviously thinking of Socrates, Aristotle acknowledges that some
people consider prudence to be both virtue and knowledge. He
then counters that acknowledgement by noting that not all people
think prudence is knowledge and tries to escape the problem by
bringing both virtue and knowledge under the genera of state and
disposition. In other words, Aristotle concludes that insofar as it is
a virtue, prudence is both a state and a disposition 2nd thus some-~
how related to knowledyge,
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Averroes states Aristotle’s original problem very clearly and then
goes on to deny in his own namec that practical virtue encomjasses
knowledge or is encompassed by it, i.e., that it is either a genus or
species of knowle 'ge. In this sense, he can b said to reject the notion
that knowledge and practical virtue are the same. Holding his
silence about Aristotle’s mention of the disagreement hetween those
who insist that prudence is subsumed by both practical virtue and
knowledge as against those who deny it, Averroes tries to identify
the logical problem involved here. He sees the problem as arising
fromthe attempt to ascribe two genera to a single thing without first
taking note of the hierarchy between the two genera. And then he
asserts that this kind of problem very frequently occurs when induc-
tive arguments are used. At this point, he proposes two solutions to
the pro’ lem. If one wishes to insist that knowledge and virtue be
subsumed under one genus, it is necessary to place them under the
genus of disposition ( malakak ). Such a solution isin agreement
with Aristotle’s conclusion. However, in case the difficulties implicit
in that solution appear too overwhelming, Averr.ies suggestsan alter-
native solution — one which restates the position he set forth in
Lis own name at the outset. Here, too, he speaks in the first person
plural and notes that while knowledge is subsumed under theoreti-
cal virtue, it is not subsumed under practical virtue.(ss)

Whatever the difficulties involved in this latter solution, the
major point to be noted here is that Averroes emphatically tcaces

the origin of the problem to faulty logical practice. He contends -

that the dilemma is logical rather than substantive and is due to a
mistaken attempt to formulate arguments by means of induction.
For him, correct logical procedurs is grounded in the sound use of
syllogism,

v

Averroes’s conviction about the relationships between the syllogism
and correct logical procedure finds its fullest expression in the third
part of his commentatry. Although he is willing to conc de that the
induction d :es have a place in the art of d'alectic, he conside's its
role subservient to that of the syllogism and brings forth a number
of different arguments to elucidate the importance of the syllogism
in all dialectical discussion. Before commenting on Aristot'e’s enu-
meration of the four ways in which the answerer can prevent the

— 4] —

questioner from arriving at his conclusion, Averroes formulates an
argument of his own to show why only a questioner who bases his
questjons on induction is oyen to these kinds of objections. Explain-
ing that the generally accepted opinions expressed in a proposition
based on an induction can be perceived only after intermediate
explanations, he insists that the four refutations or criticisms by Aris-
totle are directed to precisely these kinds of explanations. More-
cver, throughout his prefatory remarks, Averroes carefully states
why all of these inductive propositions must ultimately be express-
ed as premises of syllogisms. (3

He is persuaded that those interested in dialectic must distrust
the induction insofar as it is based on sense-perceived objects and on
particulars. Anyone trying to draw similarities between these objects
will frequently be subject to the kinds of errors which befall all
arguments based on sense perceptions. Such a liability to error far
outweighs any advantage the induction might otherwise offer be-
cause of its immediate appeal to the common people. Although it is
possible to make a mistake when constructing a syllogism, Averrocs
docs not consider that possibility aslikely an occurrence os that cf
being led into error due to the frulty formulation or use of the in-
duction. Throughout this last part of the commentary, instances of
the way the induction can lead astray abound. Morever, there is a
strong suggestion that it is an especially useful dev ce for those inter-
ested in sophistical tricks. (35)

Averroes is so intent upon restricting the role of the induction
in dialectic that he does n>t hesit t2 to deny it the virtues ascribed
by Aristotle. Thus, despite his earlier acknowle‘g:ment of Aristo-
tle’s argument about its value for getting ot the first princi ples of the
arts and sciences and promise to explain this value later, Averroes
never returns to th .t subject. If anything, his references to the so-
phistical arguments b .sed on inductions used by those who claim
to get at the first principle; of the arts or sciences deny that virtue,
And when he does i lentify the kinds of first principles one might
discuss in dialectic, he claims that they are rcached by means of
syllogisms or definitions. He is completely silent about the possi-
ble role played by the induction in rcaching these kinds of first
principles. (ss) Conversely, Averroes c.tt=.ches "ar greater importance to
the decorative role for which the dialectical induction can be usel.
Devoting two pages to a subject Aristotle decms worthy of two lines,
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Averroes explains how the induction can be used either to draw out
a dialectical argument through the enumeration of particular exam-
ples or to render it more appealing. Because he considers such pursuits
similar to the use of agreeable colors in clothes and houscs to create
a feeling of restfulness or to induce pleasure, he thinks they have a
secondary kind of usefulness in di.le-tic. Yet even though he admits
at the end of this long digression that the induction used for this
purpose differs from the one used for substantive purpeses in dialec-
tic, his comments on its more serious use are far more limited in
scope. When discussing the way the induction may be used to estab-
lish the necessary premise in dialectic or to mrks it firmer, he
explains the way it is used in such a succinct manner as to make it
appear that the induction has a role in dia'ectical argument only
by default. Finally, Averroes’s silence about Aristotle’s attempt to
distinguish a questio. able manner of drawing similarities between
things from the correct uses of induction to draw similaritiessuggests
that such a distinction is either invalid or unimportant.(8"

When commenting on Aristotle’s explanation of how the ques-
tioner may meet the objections an answerer might bring against an
argument he has established by induction, Averroes misrepresents
Aristotle’s remarks in such a way as to weaken the force of the
induction. According to Aristotle, if the questioner has used an in-
duction to establish a universal premise and the answerer refuses to
assent to it, he is perfectly justified in demanding why the answerer
has refused to assent. Averroes thinks the answerer is obliged to
state his reasons for refusing to assent to such a premise only if he
has already assented to all the particulars enumerated as part of the
induction. If the answerer has simply refused the induction, then it
falls upon the questioner to divine wliat part of the induction might
be objectionable.t®) Tn other words, Averroes sees the induction as
so eminently open to cbjection that he places stonger restrictions on
its use than Aristotle.

Part of the reasoning behind the low estcem in which Averross
holds the induction is set forth in a series of proportions he draws
between the technical devices used in the different logical arts. Pre-
sented as an explanation of the fourth goal for which the external
or non-necessary premises are used, Averroes’s account has no paral-
lel in Aristotle’s text. He hegins by asserting that this fourth goal,
rendering the argument clearer or explaining it, is carried out either
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by means of examples or by means of illustrations and imaginative
representations. While all three serve this purpose in the art of dia-
lectic, illustrations and imaginative representations can also be used
for the same purpose in the art of demonstration. He says nothing
here about the way examples might be used in that art. He does
note, however, that each of these devices can be used for another
purpose in logical arts and that in this respect they have something
in common with the way the induction is used in this art. Examples
are used in rhetoric in the same way that illustrations and imagina-
tive representations are used in poetics and that the induction is
used in dialectic: in each art, these devices are used to bring about
assent (tasdig). And Averroes also explains that the induction is used
in demonstration for the sake of drawing examples. (39)

Clearly there are a number of problems with Averroes’s account
of these technical arts. Ahove all, he has said nothing about the
technical device used to biing about a concept (fasawwur) in ary of
these] logical arts — namely, the syllogism, the enthymeme, or the
speechss which take the place of the syllogism in poetics. If bring-
ing about a concept is the major goal of logical discourse, then
bringing about assent and making somcthing comprehensible are
secondary and tertiary goals. But there is another problem with this
account. While Averroes’s failure to say anything about the syllogism
seems to explain his silence concerning what brings ahout a concept
in any of these arts, it does not explain why he says nothing about
what brings about assent in demonstration. The only clear implica-
tion is that none of these devices performs that function.

Averroes’s attempt to compare the way these devices are used
in the different logical arts also points to an important hierarchy be-
tween the arts and the devices. Each one can be used to bring a-
bout assent only in the lowerof the two arts in which it is used. , That
is to say, the induction which is used in demonstration and in dial-
brings about assent only in dialectic; likewise, the examples used in
dialectic and rhetoric bring about assent only in the latter art; and
the case is ever: more pronounced when the illustrations and imagi-
native representations used i demonstration, dialectic, and poetics
are considered. Moreover, the induction is presented here as having
something in common with these lesser technical devices and nothing
in common with the syllogism. Like them, it can be used for bring-
ing about assent; nothing issaid of its possible use for bringing about
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a concept. And this implied negative judgment is so strong that it
cannot be adequatcly b.lanced by the addition .t implication that
the induction is apparently tos noble a device to be used for making
something comprehensible. It still remains less noble than the syl-
logism.

Were it to be objected that this is too harsh a conclusion be-
cause the induction does provide a link between the art of demonstra-
tion and the art of dialectic, it would be sufficient to draw attention
to the fact that illustrations and !maginative representations pro-
vide a firmer link between the two arts. After all, theyaione are said
to rerform the same function in each art. That they are a’so used
for this function in the art of poetics does not detract from their me-
rit, for Averroes s.ys nothing here against the art of po tics. Even
though its inclusion as a logicai art is tenuous, it is not as question-
able an art as rhetoric or sophistry. These two arc always singled
out by Averroes because of the way logical arguments can be used in
them to achieve whatever goal the practitioner desires. Neither art
has an internal standard which would rule out speech directed to
base ends. And when Averroes emphasizes the closeness between
dialectic and demonstration at the beginning of this third part of
his commentary, he does so by noting that they are similar insofar
as particular attention is aid in each art to making the argument
clearer or more understandable.(40) In other words, it is not the in-
duction which brings these two arts together, but the illustrations and
imaginative representations used .nboth of them as well as in poetics.

Now to speak of similarities and links between these two artsis to
acknowledge that they are distinct. Averroes does not deny such a
distinction; he simply blurs its edges or renders it less sharply than
Aristotle. The major reason given thoughout this commentary for
the two arts being distinct is the way the syliogism is used in each. It
is such an important consideration for Averroes that he returns to it
here on at least two different occasions. In both instances, he freely
adapts Aristotle’s text to serve his own purpose.

Atthe very beginning of the third part of his commentary,
Averroes explains that the difference between the dialectician and
the philosopher  whom he identifies as one who uses demonstrative
syllugisms — centers around the different way they use the syllogism.
Because the dialectical syllogism is always used hetween a questioner
and answerer, the dialectician must pay attention to the proper for-
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mulation of questions and answers. But since the philosopher uses
the demonstrative syllogism only with himself, he need not concrn
himself about anything other than the soundness of his premises, (41)
The demonstrative man or the philosopher carries on an internal
discussion and has to persuade no one but himself. The dialectician
cannot achieve his goal unless, as questioner, he can bring the
answerer to assent to a proposition which overturns his original
thesis or unless, as answerer, he can keep the questioner from bring-
ing him to such an admission.

Another way in which dialectic may be distinguished from
demonstration centers around the use of the different kinds of syllo-
gisms in each. While both the ostensive svllogism and the hypo-
thetical syllcgism per impossibile can be used without hesitation
in demonstration, the use of the latter syllogism leads to problems
in dialectic. Whereas Aristotle makes the problem with this syllogism
turn on the difficulty of getting someone else to admit to the con~
tradiction or to the impossible thesis in dialectic, Averroes omits
that explanation and argues instead that the contradictory or con-
tested part of dialectical argument must be cast in terms which
go against what is generally accepted. As a result, it would be
repulsive (skani®) and thus should rot be uttered. He sees no such
problem with respect to the fallacy (kddhib) brought out by means
of this kind of syllogism in demonstration., (42)

Here, as elsewhere in the commentary, Averroes speaks as though
dialectic were addressed to the many rather than to just another
person. Differently stated, by paying such attention to the conven-
tional char:cter of dialectical speech, Averroes suggests that it is
primarily an art used in addressing the many. At one point he trans-
forms Aristotle’s suggestion that the dialectician should have argu-
ments ready for frequently occurring issues into a rule that the dia-
lectician must concern himself with the arguments familiar to the
many. (8 In his eyes, dialectic is above all a useful art for instructing
the populace. However, as has already been noted, that is not its
only usefulness. Here, as in the beginning of this commentary, Aver-
roes speaks as though the arguments used in dialectic and in the vari-
ous sciences arc the same. Despite his explicit acknowledgements
of a distinclion between dialectic and demonstration, he insists on
linking the two arts, Thus, when Aristotle explains that the good -
dialectician must seek to become proficient in the art of dialectic,
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Averroes agrees and then identifies the goal of such proficiency as
that of attaining demonstrative knowledge. (1) Averroes’s dialectician
is nothing if he is not a philosophe-apprenti — a philosophe-apprenti
primarily interested in the political uses of his art.

VI

If nothing else, the above remarks prove the importance of a close,
comparative reading of Averroes’s commentary with Aristotle’s
text. But they do more. It should now be clear that Averroes views
demonstration as the central logical art. All the other logical arts
are judged in terms of their proximity to it, and elsewhere all of the
logical tools are presented as leading up to demonstrative reasoning.
It shouid also be clear that Averrocs views the art of dialectc as
uniquely similar to demonstration. Finally, it should be clear that
Averroes attaches unusual political imiportance to dialectic in this
commentary. As it is presented here, dialectic rather than rhetoric is
the appropriate logical art to be used for instructing the Jmultitude.

By reading the two texts closely, it has been possible to gain
a clearer image of how Averrocs functions as a commentator. Many
passages attest to this concern about presenting Aristotle’s argument
‘clearly. Nonetheless, he sees no reason why such a concern should
force him to repeat blithely everything Aristotle utters. Instead, he
chooses to emphasize some points and to omit others. He substitutes
his own examples for Aristotle’s on occasion and sometimes simply
omits Aristotle’s examples. Usually, he does so in order to make
Aristotle’s argument clearer. At times, however, he does so in order
to strengthen his own argument — an argument that is as much at
variance with the Arabic translation of Aristotle now ‘available to us
as with our version of Aristotle’s Greek text. And one point must
never be forgotten: Averroes exrlicitly and repeatedly warns the
reader that he has selectively commented on Aristotle’s text; he
never promises his reader a verbatim repetition of Aristotle’s
argument.

Unfortunately, the most important question must g0 unanswer-
ed. An answer to that question — why Averroes chooses to present
this selective reading of Aristotle’s text — must await further study
of his other commentaries on logic and further study of the other works
in which he discusses dialectic. But at this point, it might not be
tootemerarious to suggest an answer along the following lines, Aver-
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roes modifies Aristotle’s teaching in a manner that makes it more
closely resemble Plato’s because of the importance he =ttaches to
syllogistic argument. And he sees the possibility of drawing closer
parallels between the premises used in dialectic and those used in
demonstration because he thinks that the opinions of the learned do
resemble the truth. Those are the opinions he woul | modify in order
to instruct the many about the things they need to believe so as to
associate in justice and virtue.



This edition of Averroes's Middle Commentary on Aristotle’s Topics
is based on the two Arabic manuscripts of the text which are now
extant. One of these man scripts is located in the Laurentian
library in Florence and the cther in the library of the University of
Leiden. Both are very wel-preserved and written in a clear Ma-
ghribi script. Although ne'ther manuscript is d .ted, the ownerhip
of the Leicen man' script can be traced to the latter part of the
sixteenth century. The bibliographic history of the Florence man-
script shows that it was in Europe as early as the beginning of the
seventeenth century, but a note on the first page of the manuscript
identifies as owners of the manuscript individuals k. own to have
lived in North Africa in the eighth century,A.H., i.e., the fourteenth
century, C.E.

The Florence manuscript is classified as CLXXX, 54 in the Codice
Orientale Laurenziano of the Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana. It con-
sists of 208 folios bound together in twenty quires of 10 folios, plus
an additional quire containing 8 folios. Although the first two folios
are numbered on each side of the page, the numbering comes out
correctly in the end because folios 11 and 127 have been numbered
twice. We have indicated the beginning of each page of the manu-
script in the margins of the edited text. The pages measure 28.5
cm. in length and 20. 5 cm. in width, with the writing occupying
21.5 cm. of the length and 14 cm. of the width. Each page contains
thirty-five lines of writing.

This_manuscript contains all of Averroes’s Middle Commen-
taries on Aristotle’s logical works, i.e., his Middle Commentaries on
the Categorizs, De Interpretatione, Prior Analytics, Posterior Analytics,

Topics, Sophistics, Rhetoric, rnd Poetics. The Middle Commentary on
Aristotle’s Topics takes up 38 folios of the collection. It starts on folio
88, recto, and ends on folio 125, recto. Two dates occur in” the
Florence manuscript, one at the end of the secend part of this
commentary and the other at the end of the commentary on the
Rhetoric. According to the first, Averroes finished writing the second
part of the commentary on the Topics in the month of Rajab, 563
A.H., i.e., in the month of April, 1168 C.E. And the second explains
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that he finished writing the commentary on the Rhetorc in the month
of Muharram, 571 A.H., i.e., in the month of July, 1175 C.E.

The Leiden manuscript is classified in the Codicum Orientalium of
the University of Leiden library as no. 2073. It contains 231 folios
bound together in twenty-three qu'res of 10 folios, plus one addition-
al folio which seems to have been added later. The Arabic scribe, at
‘any rate, says at the very end of the volume that it only contains 230
folios. But there are other problems with the numbering of the pages.
Folios 20 and 107 have been numbered twice, and the very first folio
has not been numberzd. Thus the last folio of the volume is numbered
as 228 rather than 230 or 231. Moreover, folios 118, verso, to 127,
virso, are numbered at the lower right-hand s'de of the page and
written upside down, suggesting that this quire of the volume was
turned upside down at one point. We have indicated the beginning
of each page of the manuscript in the margins of the edited text and
distinguished between the two folios numbered as 107 by referring
to them. as 1072 and ro7b. The pages are 25.5 cm. long and 18 cm.
wide, and the writing occupies 21.5 cm. by 13.3 cm. of the page.
There are 31 lines to each page.

Various titles and inscriptions on the first page of the Leiden
manuscript show that it once belonged to Jesuits in Paris as well as
to the orientalist Guillaume Postel and that it was at one time in the
possession of Jewish scholars. Throughout the volume, there are
also numerous notes and titles written in Greek. 4

Like the Flerence manuscript, this too contains all’of Aver-
rces’s Middle Commentaries on Aristotle’s logical works, His Middle
Commentary on Aristotle’s Topics takes ap ‘41 folios. It starts on folio
102, verso , and ends on folio 143, recto. Although no date is to be
found in this manuscript at the end of the second part of the com-
mentary on the Typics, one does occur at the end of the commentary
on the Rhetoric. Unlike the coresponding date in the Florence
manuceript, this reference speaks of the work beoing completed in
the month of Shabdn, 570 A. H.. i.e., in the month of February,
1175 G.L., or about six months earlier than the Florence manuscript,

This difference in dating was one of the major reasons for choos=
sing the Florence manuscript as the base manuscript in this edition.
The difference in date suggests that it represents a version revised
by Averroes subsequent to composing the version represented in
the Leiden manuscript. It thus takes on the siatus of an author’s

(4)
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revised edition. And such an interjretation of the relationship be-
tween the two manuscripts is especjally helpful for explaining some
of the different readings found in them. On a number of occa-
sions, the student of the text can discern attempts by Averroes to
make his argument clearer and his reasoning tighter. The Floren-e
manuscript also offers, generally speaking, botter st:listic variants
than the Leiden manuscript.

The paragraphing found in this edition has been cdded. It
tries to follow lines suggasted by Averroes — as when he breaks his
argument and explains that this is what Aristotle said ( cal )or that
he himself has somcthing to say (nag@l, qulng, agil) — or to reflect
the general structure of his commentary and of Aristotle’s treatise.
Every effort has been made to keep punctuation to a minimum, the
go .1 being to reproduce an unlerstandable text that is not too far
f om the onz Averroes origin .lly compesed. His references to his
own writings or to other books by Aristotle have been identified
whenever possible. And the relationship botween his commentary
and Aristotle’s text has been indicated by placing the correspon-
ding passages of Aristotle’s text, numbered according to the Bokker
edition (B>rlin, 1813), in the margins of the edited text.

C.E.B.
September, 1978

NOTES
t.  Aristotle Topics I.1,100a25-100b23 and 1.2,101a25-101b4.
. Plato Republic V1. 509d-511€ and VII. 531¢- 535a.
3. See Auverroes on Plato’s “Republic,” trans, by Ralph Lerner (Itha-
ca: Cornell University Press, 1974), pp. 21 :3=4 and 105: 26-29
. with 63:2-3 (paga r.umbers and lines correspond to E.I.J. Ro-enthal’s
edition of the Hebrew text and are indicatedin Lerner’s translation),
4. Ibid., 67:8-74:12 and 76:31-77:12.
5. A comparison of this commentary on Ari:totle’s Topics with his
shorter commentary on the same work shows cearly that this one’is
correctly identified as a “Middle Commentary,” but doubt persis‘ts
‘about the identification of his Commentary on Plato’s Republic. Al-
[though the work is identified in the text as a “Short Commentary’’
( 60:16), its general form and the ahsence of any other commen-
tary by Averroes on the Republic to which this one might be com-
pared permit continued discussion among some scholars. -
6. See Aristotle Topics I.1,100b24-1012a4; 1.8,108227-36; Il.2,1102
37-110b7; IL.5,111bg2-112216; V.4,133b36-134a4; VIII. 5,159a30-
33; and VIIL11,161a17-161b11; Averroes Talkhis Kitab al- Fadal,
below, paras. 23, 47, 66, 73, 200, 330, and 343. Seealso ibid., paras.
536, 345, and 366,
7. Averroes Fadal, paras. 14, 15, 51, 54, 56, 67, 92, and 2g1. See
also paras. 85 and 214.
8. 1Ibid, paras. 11, 22, and 23,
fo. 1Ibid., paras. 1, 2, 50, 50, g1, 136, 183, 227, 292, 301, 302, and
367.
to. Ibid., paras. 39, 52, 56, 60,75, 8q, 134, 159, 301,302, 320, 326,
337, 351, 352, 355, 358, 364, 365, and 366. See also paras. 55, 130,
158, 305, 319, 330, and 330.
1. Aristotle Topics 1.4,101b11-1.12,105a19.

2. In one manuscript, the title appears as follows: “Middle Com-
meuntary on the Topics, ani it is Dialectic.”

13. See Averroes Jalal, paras. g and 25,
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i4. See ibid., para. 1; also Short Commentary on Aristotle's Topics,
para. 21 in Averroes’ Three Short Commentaries, ed. and trans, Charles
E. Butterworth (Albany: SUNY Press, 1977).

15. See Averroes Jadal, para. 3 with Aristotle Topics 1.2,101a25-30.
16. See Averroes Jadal, para. 4 with Aristotle Topics 1.2,101231-33.

17. See Averroes Jadal, para.5 with Aristotle Topics 1. 2,101234-37.
18. Averroes Jadal, para. 6.

19.  Aristotle Topics 1.2, 101a57-101bq.  See also Posterior Analy-
tics 1.9,76a16-36; I1.3,90b18-g1a12; and Il.19.,100b3-15.

20. See Aristotle Topics VI.4,142a34-142b6 and VIIL.13, 162b31-
163228 with Averroes Jadal, paras. 7, 240, and 350-353.

21. See Averroes Fadal, para. 10 with Aristotle Topics 1.4,101b18-
253 also Averroes Middle Commentary on Porphyrys Isagoge, trans. Her-
bert A. Davidson { Cambridge Mass. and Berkeley-Los Angeles :
The Mediaeval Academy of America and The University ofCalifor-
nia Press, 1g6g }, p. 27.

22. See Averroes Jadal, para.16 with Aristotle Topics 1.6,102b36-39.
23. See Averroes Jadal, paras. 17 and 21-22 with Aristotle Topics
1.7,1083a6-37 and L.10,104a3-1.11,104b27.

24. See Averroes fadal, para. 23 and Aristotle Topics I.11,105a8-9.
25. See Averroes ¥ adal, para. 25 with Aristotie Prior Analytics. 1.1,
24b1g-20 and Topics 1.1,100a25-100bg. Although the definition
is given in almost identical terms in the two works, Aristotle does
not refer the reader back to the Prior Analytics vhen defining the
syllogism in the Topics.

26. See Averroes Jadal, paras. 63; 69, 70, 71, 72, 84, 93, 104, 108,
109, 112; 115, 122, 125, 129, 136, 137, 138, 142, 144, 157, 158, 1£6,
168, 169, 200, 201, and 202. These remarks have no parallelin Aris-
totle’s text.

27. See ibid., para. 26 and Aristotle Topics I.12,1052a 13-15.

28. See Averroes fadal, paras. 27, 29, and 49, with Aristotle Topics
1.12,105a215-19; 1.14,105a34-105b38; and [. 18,108b%-32.

29. See Averroes Jadal, paras. 51-55.

g0. Ibid. para. 57.

g1.. Ibid,, paras. 62, 64, 66, and 157. See also Aristotle Topics il.2,
109b13-29 and 110a10-13; I1.3,110a23 -110b15; and 1V.3,123b1-13.

82. See Averroes Jadal, para. 73 with Aristotle Topics 11.5,111b335-

112314,
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33. Sec Averroes Jadal, para. 145 with Aristotle Topics 1V. 2,121b24—
122al.
34. See Averroes Jadal, paras. 338 and 339-342 with Aristotle Taptc:
VIII. 10,160b23-1612a186.
35 See Averroes Jadal,paras. 320 and 335-336 with Aristotle Topics
VIIl.2,157a19-33 and VIIL.7,160218-VIII.8,160b13.
36. See Averroes Fadal, para. 327 with Aristotle Topics V111.3,158a
31-158b15.
37. See Averroes Jadal,paras. 318,304, and 307 with Aristotle Topics
VIILi1,157a7-13, esp. 7-8; VIIL1,155b29-156a7, and VIII. 1,156b
10-17.
38. Sce Averroes Jadal, para. 321 with Aristotle Topizs VIIl.2,157a
34-38.
39- See Averroes Jadal, para. 319 with Aristotle Topics VIIL1,157a
13-18.
40. See Averroes fcdal, para. 303. These comments have no paral-
lel in Aristotle’s text. See also ibid., paras. 309-311 with Aristotle
Topics VII1.1,156b6-9; VIIL1,156b20-22; and VIII.1,15721-4.
41. See Averroes Jadal, para. 302 with Aristotle Topics VIIL1,
155b3-18.
42. See Averroes Jadal, para. 322 with Aristotle Topics VIIL2,1 57
b34-158a2. See also paras. 335, 536, 337,348, and 47 for the sense of
the term shani".
43. See Averroes Jadal, para. 359 with Aristotle Topics VIIl.14,163
br7-19. :
44- See Averroes Jadal, para. 330 with Aristotle’s Topics VIIL4,159a
15-33; also para. 362 with VIII.14,163b34-164a12.
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